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A CENTENNIAL CELEBRATION

AT ESSINGTON

By Robert L. Dant

Local seaplane pilots arrived by car
and by seaplane last June to celebrate
100 years of seaplane operations at
9N2, the Essington, Philadelphia,
I__.%plane Base. Essington 1s the oldest
- wrt of any kind in Pennsvlvama,
AN '-|I'1l1';.]1 "-':.'-n["ri.ll'll."\- were Hown from
other locanons before 1915, ]"-.-.il'l;_"l_-::l]
Ty be the oldest continuously OpPETae -:|
scaplane base in the world, (Operatons
WILTE "-ll."'\.l,"L":'IIEﬁ'iE l.‘I'I'I':'ll'.:“" lI'|.1'|-”"|.|'.I=| [ ||'|I,' I
proximity to the Atlantic coastline).

A Searev from Ocean City, New
Jersey, was the first to splash down on
the Delaware River sealane and try the
]]{"-.'-.'l". "1r'.':IIHI||']': | __’h!..,l'-.'i'l [.|||||!.,I'II_ |_'II|'|||";:__'

the hirst "-L.I|"|-.1."|.'. to arrive on ssington

soil for many vears, Over the last decade National Guard seaplane pilots. (Below) Modern-day seaplane pilots gath-
most operations utiized the floanng  [IEEEREEEEEREICRUEERRITEEETE
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dock because the ramp was in disrepair

\ Lake .1111;1]1“1 from nearby Spitfire
wrport in New Jersey arrived 30 min-
utes later and had no issues navigating
the ramp and taxung around the big syca-
more tree. Another Lake, this one from
Pennsylvania, landed, followed by two
more Seareys from Maryland. With their
tulwheel configuranion, shallow draft, and
warrow wingspan, the Searcys were par-
ncularly adept at chmbing and descending
the ramp, even at mid-tide when rutted
prOrtons of the ramp arc L‘ikﬁli{}d.

Many local seaplane-rated pilots who
rrained at Essington reminisced about
operations there over the decades. Only
the sounds of jet aircraft departing near-
by Philadelphia International—Runway
'71. 15 just a mile up-river—interrupted
the conversations. Activity also took place
at the community day and flea market
cvents at the nearby park.

The local township now holds the
seaplane base license, as well as the
land and the histone 1799 Lazaretto
Quarantine Station that dates to the
ume of Yellow Fever. Plans are being
gn;u[{'tl to renovate the Lazaretto tor
use as township othces and a museum.
[hose plans also include floanng docks

Buy or Rent

the World's...... 4-6 MAN

» smallest package 4" x 12" x 14"
* lightest weight 12 |bs.
* jeast expensive $1370

Mewl || FAA TSO Approved Lile Hals

Emergency Liferaft

Call Survival Products, the manufacturer, for customer/distributor/service
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Replacement Parts...

Cassna 180 on 2790's, 2870's 2060's

Caessna 185 & 206 on 3400's, 3430's and 3500's

Deck-up parts including Speeader Bars, Dock Filttings. Wirepuls
Eyebolts, Struts, Spacers, Fuselage Atiach Fittings and Flying Wires
(808 1-T8 aluminum B used for cormasion probaction axcaeding

that of standard 2024-T4 aluminem) All Di
Large inventory of AN/MS hardware... FAA-PMA S1
Mists. Bolts VWashars, Maching Screws, Clivis Bolls, Threaded Clovia Ends,

Seals, O-Rings, Rivals and othar hardwars Tel: 20
We Stock Extru§iﬂns Fax: 2(
‘“iertical Wob Sorandar Bar, Strut and Step email: infn@a

website: www.a
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New surplus aircraft

* Edo, other float parts

» Cessna, Piper and others

* Instruments, Consumables

= Aircraft Hardware

= Lighting, Electrical

* Accessories and parts

= Continental and Lycoming engi

{Chosen for value and sermuce

s AVE 25'35‘% » Props, check stock at

www.preferredairparts.comipro

off list priCE!
800-433-0814 u.s. & canada

Tel. 330-698-0280
FAX. 330-698-3164

www.preferredairparts.com

Bian for Key West or Jekyll

The getting there wil
fun as the getaway it

Safety pilots availabl

Great for advanced/re
training and BFR'.

Jones Brothers Seaplane Destination Getaways. Call 352-508-1800 or DR HEI

yisil jonesairandsed. com for info on our many destination aptions
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Splash-In

Eﬁamgtun SFE lies just to the west u:lf Philadelphia International (left, top). Ramp was recently refurbished (left) and
used for the first time in decades. Above, Searey taxis out past dock to Delaware River sealane.

HOW'S THIS FOR AN OFFICE VIEW?

Enjoy the many benefits of being a Seaborne Pilot.

BOB MILLS: 60 YEARS AT 9N2

rank Mills had already been
] operating the Philadelphia
14

Seaplane base for five years
~hen, in 1920, his second son, Bobby
;a5 born. If anyone ever grew up in
ition it was Bob Mills. In his earty
= Bob lived right up the street from
seaplane base. He and his two
thers all worked for their father at
& pase while they were growing up
f the brothers eventually earned

it and mechanic icenses.
he almost 60 years that Bob
operated the Philadelphia
Seaplane Base he became very
! known, Much of his business
ng seaplaneg ratings to
ne pilots who came through
layovers. They would find
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the seaplane base, come In, look
around, decide to fly with Bob, ang
then go back and tell all their bug-
dies how much fun it was. This

~reated a never-ending supply of

customers for seaplane ratings.
Bob passed away from con-
=i heart faillure In March
7008 at Halifax Medical Center in
Daytona Beach, Florida. He was 87
His passing marked the end of an
era for the aviation community In
Philadeiphia. Seaplane operations
at the Philadelphia Seaplane base
have continued under the direc-
tion of Bob's successor and gooc
friend, Hank Grenfell. Bob's mem-
ary will live on with every seaplane
landing on the Delaware Hiver.
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From a profile of Bab Mills written
by Walt Ellis. For more see http://
www. phillyseaplonebase.com/
bob-mills-tribute/

The only US FAR Part 121 Seaplane operator in
the world is seeking Multi-Engine Land and Sea
ATP pilots. Qualified applicants are guaranteed

- Sign-Up Bonus of up to 510,000

- 13 days off / 75 hours guaranteed

« Upgrade under 21 months

» Per Diems

- Training for Seaplane Certificate provided
free of charge by Seaborne®*

» Health and Life Insurance / Travel benehts

- No training contract required.

Apply online at seaborneairlines.com
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