Dated: July 23, 2024
Allentown FSDO
Justification to RECLASSIFY Pilot Deviation on 5/20/2024, N530TB, PHL-M-2024/05/20-0005:
The pilot of N530TB was using ATC procedures that have been utilized for operations into and out of Essington Sea-Plane Base (9N2) for over 40 years. 
These procedures were developed with the intention of allowing aircraft operating to/from the Essington Sea-plane Base to operate without the need to contact PHL ATCT.  They were developed due to accommodate seaplane that were once based there that did not have the electrical systems to support transponder and communications equipment. 
These procedures were developed prior to the institution of Class-B Airspace. The PHL Class-B Airspace shelves were specifically designed to accommodate operations at 9N2 utilizing the existing procedures and at Boeing Helicopter Center 3 South Heliport (PS13) and Piac Heliport (10PA) using similar procedures. 
These procedures have been utilized without incident since before the institution of the PHL Class-B Airspace. 
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PHL ATCT has worked under the premise that these 3 airports were outside the PHL Class-B Airspace and when developed our Radar Video Maps indicated the Class-B shelf which encompasses the seaplane lane extended to the North shore of the river. 
In reviewing this Pilot Deviation, PHL ATCT has determined that the procedures utilized to allow operations into and out of these 3 airports do work as intended. The premise that the Class-B Cutout extended to the North shore of the river is incorrect and that following the long age developed procedures does not keep aircraft operating to these 3 facilities clear of the Class B. It was also discovered that our Radar Video maps do not match the current Legal Description of the Class B Cutout. 
Considering these findings, we do not consider that the actions of the pilot of N530TB constitute a Pilot Deviation and, PHL-M-2024/05/20-0005 should be re-classified as a “No-Incident”.

Philadelphia ATCT will undertake actions to correct our Radar Video Maps and develop new procedures for the 3 Facilities.
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Approach:

The typical approach to 9N2 is from and underneath the west side of Class B. The approach cutout ceiing is 600
feet and the sea lane s 300 feet

WEST WINDS: The sea lane is on the north side of Tinicum Island with a 300 ft ceiling (the Class B terminal chart
floor should be drawn north of the island — See 1953 CAA Sea Lane diagram signed by Bob Mills). We typically fy
down the south side of the island, eastbound at 250 ft. Turn base by mid-island, fly over the island and land to the
west. Any farther east, and you are entering Class B. Jet traffic climbing out of runway 27 Left is at a good attitude
by that point and wake turbulence isnit an issue.

EAST WINDS: This approach is easier, but jets landing runway 9 right present a wake turbulence concern. Fly down
the south (NJ) side of the river, then turn right base in order to see the approaching jets from the west. If timing
doesn't look good, then fly westbound again and come around for another approach.

NORTH/SOUTH WINDS: Not a typical approach, but Bob Mills charted a runway 4/22 from Chester Island to the
west end of Little Tinicum Island. Watch for large boat wake and obstacles near the tip of Little Tinicum Island.




